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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR PLACE 

 

TO GROWTH & PROSPERITY SCRUTINY PANEL  

27th September 2021

 

TITLE:  Update re. Greater Manchester Electric Vehicle Charging 
Infrastructure (EVCI) Strategy 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

That the panel notes the details in this briefing report for the Greater Manchester 
Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure (EVCI) Strategy. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
This briefing report sets out a summary of the GM EVCI strategy and any implications 

for Salford.  The EVCI Strategy is a sub-strategy of the GM 2040 Transport Strategy 
and sets the vision for delivering a publicly accessible EV charging network in Greater 

Manchester. 
 

Greater Manchester aims “to be an exemplar city region for enabling the electrification 

of transport in the context of a smart, integrated and sustainable mobility network. 
However, EV’s and EVCI are emerging technologies that have uncertain demands, 

therefore there is a need for flexibility to change investment priorities to meet future 
demands. 

 
 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 
 

 

 

KEY DECISION: YES / NO 
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DETAILS: 
 
1.0 Introduction 

 

1.1 The availability of, and access to charging infrastructure was cited as a key 

barrier to the adoption of Electric Vehicles (EVs) during the public conversation 
on GM Clean Air Plan proposals. The Government’s commitment to phasing out 
sales of new petrol and diesel cars by 2030 means that a plan is required to 

meet the increased transition to EV’s. 
 

1.2 The EVCI Strategy is a sub-strategy of the approved GM 2040 Transport 
Strategy.  The strategy provides a vision, objectives and strategic principles to 
inform delivery of the EVCI network in GM. However, there are no financial or 

delivery commitments on Local Authorities and any approvals required such as 
sites will be covered in sperate processes. 

 
 

2.0     Background 

 

2.1 The vision of the EVCI strategy is to be “an exemplar city region, enabling the 
electrification of transport in the context of a smart, integrated and sustainable 
mobility network” Giving Greater Manchester’s residents, businesses and 

visitors who choose to use Electric Vehicles the confidence that they will be 
able to conveniently recharge them (via public or private charge points). 

 
2.2 The three main themes within the strategy are: 
 

 There is need to ensure that an under provision of EVCI is not prohibiting the 
transition to EV’s; 

 

 There is a need for public sector intervention in the short term to encourage and 

accelerate the transition to EVs. Longer term, there is a need for the 
development of a mature, commercial EVCI network in GM that allows public 
sector intervention to be scaled back; 

 

 EVs and EVCI are emerging technologies that create uncertainties around 

accurately projecting demand for EVCI beyond 2025 and therefore there is a 
need for flexibility to change investment priorities. 

 

For those unable to charge at home, proposed alternatives include:  
 

 Developing and expanding the EV car club offer (aligned to the E-Hubs trial 
project); 

 Developing community charging hubs; 

 Engaging with employers to encourage more workplace charging; and 

 Destination charging including park and ride sites. 
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3.0      Strategic Principles  

 
The eight strategic principles aim to guide decision making at a GM and local 

level when addressing the key challenges that the development of a GM EVCI 
network faces. 

 

 Integrated 

 Inclusive 

 Healthy 

 Environmentally responsible 

 Viable 

 Reliable  

 Safe & secure  

 Well maintained and resilient  

 
4.0       Network Development         

  
4.1 Greater Manchester lags behind the UK in the number of EV’s registered and 

how many chargers are provided.  EV’s make up 0.7% of total registrations 

across the UK fleet, and nationally there are 31.1 chargers per 100,000 of 
population.  In Greater Manchester EV’s make up just 0.3% off the total fleet 

and there are currently 12 chargers per 100,000 of population. 
 
4.2 Using the FES 2019 ‘Community Renewables’ scenario of 8.18% of the whole 

UK vehicle fleet being EVs in 2025, this projection gives a Planning Scenario 
with charger requirements of 2,700 fast, and 300 rapid public chargers in GM 

by 2025. As of February 2021, currently there are a total of 264 fast and 59 rapid 
public chargers in GM. 

 

4.3 In GM, the existing publicly funded EVCI network (Be.EV) accounts for 
approximately a third of all the charge points, with the remaining two thirds 

delivered by over 20 private sector providers and operators. The Be.EV network 
is made up of 80% 7kW (fast) chargers and 20% of 50kW (rapid) chargers.  
Private operators have 91% of their network composed of chargers with a speed 

superior to 7kW.  
 

4.4 Currently there is limited evidence that private EVCI providers and operators 
are delivering at the scale and pace needed to meet the 2025 projected 
demand. Therefore, there is a continued need for public sector intervention, 

supported by a clear policy position, to influence the scale and distribution of 
EVCI investment that is required. 

 

4.5 Planning policies and guidance provide an opportunity for GM’s Local Planning 
Authorities to facilitate and coordinate the development of an EVCI network that 

supports and encourages the transition to EVs in areas beyond the publicly 
funded and controlled EVCI network.  
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5.0   Salford Position  
 

5.1 Salford has 22 Be.EV charge points, the second highest number in GM behind              

           Manchester who have 35. Data from February 2021 showed that there was a  
           total of 1,325 monthly charging sessions which was an average of 60 charging   

           sessions per charger.  
 
5.2 The Be.EV network is currently free to use and has been so since launch. A  

           tariff for usage will be introduced from 1 October 2021. Salford currently offers  
           free parking for users of Be.EV chargers on council car parks and in P&D bays.   

 

6.0     Next Steps 
 

 
6.1 The EVCI strategy was approved by leaders at the GMCA meeting on 10 

September 2021. 

 
6.2 This EVCI Strategy sets out the vision-led adaptive planning approach to the 

provision of charging infrastructure, that we intend to adopt to support a rapid 
transition towards a carbon neutral transport system. 

 

6.3 TfGM have recently launched a dedicated website to provide information on 
switching to EV’s.  This includes advise for residents / businesses and the option 

for residents to suggest locations for chargers. 
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KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 
 
The EVCI strategy will contribute to the Great Eight priorities by supporting the 

sustainable growth of the City Centre and is particularly relevant to priority 4 Economic 
development and priority 6 Transport. 

 

 

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS: 
A switch to EV’s will assist in improving air quality.   

 

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low 
 

 

https://electrictravel.tfgm.com/
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Not Applicable 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Not Applicable 

 

PROCUREMENT IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Not Applicable 

 

HR IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Not Applicable 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS Supplied by: Lee Evans   
 
The proposals outlined in the strategy to support Low and Zero Emission vehicles will 
help contribute towards Salford’s carbon reduction commitments and help to address 

current air quality challenges as part of Greater Manchester’s Clean Air plan.   
 

 

OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: 
 
The proposed conversation has been highlighted to key contacts in the Council and 

our partners as part of the public consultation. 
 

 

CONTACT OFFICER: Lee Evans  TEL NO: x 3801 
 

 

WARDS TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: ALL 


